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POLICY TOPIC DESCRIPTION 

 

HOMEWORK 
 

 

Homework is defined as assignments to be completed outside the classroom to reinforce 

instruction, increase understanding and retention, prepare for class discussion, and 

provide curriculum enrichment opportunities.  

 

Mapleton Elementary supports the philosophy that homework is a necessary part of 

school life, which serves different purposed according to the students’ grade level. The 

assignment of academically appropriate homework is an extension of classroom 

instruction and is based on the student’s individual needs and abilities and supports the 

learning objectives of the particular curricular area. Not all homework will be in the form 

of written assignments. Some homework, especially in the primary program, would 

involve students reading to their parents and vice versa or taking part in cultural and 

creative activities. 

 

Guidelines: 

 

1. This policy is to be included in the student handbook for distribution at the 

beginning of the school year.  

2. Teachers will assign homework at their discretion.  

3. The appropriate ranges of hours per week of homework to be assigned are as 

follows: 

 Grade   Hours/Week 

 Primary  1-3 hours 

 4
th

-5
th

   4-6 hours (an average of one hour per night) 

  

 Students may have homework beyond the 4-6 hour per week if they did not 

 complete class work during class time.  

 

 Teaching teams shall coordinate to ensure that homework does not exceed the 

 appropriate ranges.  

 

4. Homework assignments are reinforcements for classroom curricular areas and are 

assigned to support students learning as appropriate for the ability of the 

individual student.  



5. Assigned homework will reinforce instruction accomplished in class; it will not 

introduce new or unfamiliar concepts or skills.  

6. The burden that homework places on a student will be considered when 

assignments are made and in making homework assignments, consideration 

should be given to school events and other subject area requirements.  

7. Teachers shall review and evaluate homework assignments and shall periodically 

inform students and their parents of the student’s academic progress and mastery 

of learning objectives.  

8. Teachers shall decide the degree to which homework affects students’ assessment.  

9. Teachers shall provide clear, concise directions for the completion of homework 

assignments.  

10. Parental concerns about homework should be discussed with the child’s teacher.  

 

Parent Support: 

 

Parents are urged to actively involve themselves with their child’s school work. 

Homework assignments offer an opportunity for valuable interaction between parent and 

child in support of learning. Parents can help in the following ways: 

 

1. Showing interest in the school work their child brings home 

2. Providing a suitable place to study, free from disturbances 

3. Supplying needed materials for completing homework 

4. Offering to clarify instructions and answer questions without doing the work for 

the child 

5. Checking to see that work is completed 

6. Encouraging their child to do his/her best work and praising a job well done 

7. assisting in use of time and monitoring the amount and type of television 

programming their child watches 

8. Staying in close communication with teachers 

9. Rewarding your child in appropriate ways for completed work 

 

Student Responsibility: 

 

Students are responsible for completing their homework and, with the support from their 

parents, may want to follow some of these practical suggestions: 

 

1. Write down assignments and due dates in an agenda book, ask questions and 

select necessary books and supplies before leaving school. 

2. Keep homework in the same place at home each day and take books and materials 

directly to this study area. 

3. Plan the best time to complete work. 

4. Complete work so that it is neat and legible. 

 

 

 

 



Principal’s Responsibility: 

 

1. The principal will ensure that the homework policy is distributed to and 

understood by teachers, parents and students. 

2. The principal shall periodically compile information about best practices 

regarding homework and share these practices with all teachers and parents in the 

school. 
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